Sustainability Survey 2023 Summary
At the end of last academic year, we asked students to fill out a survey around Go Green Week activities and sustainability on campus. The purpose of the survey was to understand if students were aware of Go Green Week, and if so, did they attend any activities. It was also to understand how many students were not aware of Go Green Week and what we could do differently in the following year. Furthermore, with the survey findings we wanted to understand how students practiced sustainable lifestyle and what more can we do as an SU to improve our sustainability initiatives. 
Here are our findings:
According to the survey 54% of students were aware of Go Green Week taking place and 70% of students took part in Go Green Week activities in-person. 
Sustainable practices of students, 91% of students donate their unwanted clothes, shoes, books, and games. 
78% of students believe the SU and the University should make sustainability a priority. Whereas, 7% feel we are doing enough  for sustainability but there could always be more room for improvement. And finally, 25% of students feel we are a sustainable campus. 
Our energy rating was 3.70 out of 5. 
Our waste management rating was 3.57 out of 5. 
Our environmentally friendly/sustainable campus rating was 3.89 out of 5. 
Our community outreach rating was 3.52 out of 5. 
These survey results offer valuable insights into the SU’s current standing regarding sustainability efforts and student engagement. Here are some key points and potential areas for improvement for the next academic year:
Awareness and Participation: It's encouraging that a significant portion of students were aware of Go Green Week and participated in its activities. However, there's room for improvement in increasing awareness among students who did not participate. Utilize multiple channels for promotion, such as social media, posters, emails, and classroom announcements, to reach a wider audience.
Sustainable Practices: The high percentage of students donating unwanted items indicates a positive attitude towards sustainability. This can be further encouraged and expanded by organizing donation drives throughout the year and providing convenient drop-off locations on campus.
Priority of Sustainability: The majority of students believe that both the Student Union (SU) and the University should prioritize sustainability. This presents an opportunity for the organization to align its policies and initiatives with student values and expectations. Consider establishing sustainability committees or task forces comprised of students, faculty, and staff to develop and implement sustainable practices across campus.
Perception of Campus Sustainability: While a quarter of students feel that the campus is sustainable, there's still a sizable portion who may not share this perception. To address this, focus on tangible improvements that enhance sustainability, such as increasing recycling bins, implementing energy-efficient practices, and incorporating sustainability into campus events and curriculum.
Energy and Waste Management Ratings: The energy and waste management ratings provide insight into specific areas that require attention. Identify areas where energy efficiency can be improved, such as upgrading lighting systems, implementing renewable energy sources, and promoting energy conservation practices among students and staff. Similarly, explore opportunities to enhance waste reduction and recycling efforts, such as implementing composting programs and reducing single-use plastics on campus.
Community Outreach: The community outreach rating suggests that there's potential for strengthening engagement with the broader community. Consider partnering with local organizations, hosting community events focused on sustainability, and involving students in service-learning projects that address environmental issues in the surrounding area.
In summary, these survey results highlight both areas of success and areas for improvement in the organization's sustainability efforts. By leveraging student engagement, prioritizing sustainability initiatives, and addressing specific areas of concern, the organization can work towards creating a more environmentally friendly and sustainable campus for the next academic year.
